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in resigning themselves to a future of
growing debts and deficits at a time
when Americans are demanding cuts
instead.

So here is what we have learned this
week: on the most pressing issue of the
day, the President and Democratic
leaders in Congress have decided to
take a pass. They are either unwilling
to admit that Washington needs to live
within its means or they are com-
pletely unwilling to make the tough
choices that will get us there.

It is hard to believe, really.

Americans are screaming at us to do
something about a $14 trillion debt, the
President proposes a budget that near-
ly doubles it, and Democrats clap their
hands in approval.

Maybe Democrats were so focused on
passing their health care bill last year
they didn’t notice what has been going
on in Europe.

Maybe they were so focused on de-
fending their stimulus that they
missed a national uprising right here
at home about the spending and the
debt they have racked up.

Maybe they missed the fact that
while they were busy adding $3 trillion
to the debt, nearly 3 million Americans
lost their jobs.

Maybe they have been so focused on
passing their agenda that they didn’t
notice the fact that the American peo-
ple just repudiated their entire agenda.

They need to get real.

The men and women who were sent
to Washington this year were not sent
here on a mission to keep spending at
the levels this administration has set.
They were sent here to change the cul-
ture, to convince the administration
that it needs to change its ways.

Democrats in Washington seem to
think they can wait it out; that if they
just agree to freeze current spending
levels in place people will think they
are listening. Don’t they realize that
current levels of spending are the rea-
son we just had the biggest wave elec-
tion in a generation?

The senior Senator from New York
seems to think that anything short of
freezing current spending levels is ex-
treme.

I will tell you what is extreme: ex-
treme is to insist in the middle of a
jobs and debt crisis that government
has to spend a trillion dollars more
than we take in every year.

That is extreme.

Extreme is a view of the world that
says government will not live within
its means, even when the American
people demand it.

Extreme is a view of the world that
says the survival of this or that pro-
gram is more important than the sur-
vival of the American dream itself.

Extreme is telling our children they
may have to do without because we
refuse to do with less.

So I suggest to my Democratic col-
leagues that they stop thinking about
what they can get away with and start
thinking about what is actually needed
to solve this crisis.
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I suggest they start listening to the
American people who are telling us in
no uncertain terms that a freeze will
not cut it.

I yield the floor.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 11 a.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be per-
mitted to proceed for 15 minutes in
morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Ms. COLLINS. Thank you, Madam
President.

(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 361 are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.””)

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from OKlahoma is
recognized.

Mr. INHOFE. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. INHOFE per-
taining to the introduction of S. 360 are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, I
understand the time for morning busi-
ness has come and gone, but I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for 20 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

REGULATORY RESPONSIBILITY
FOR OUR ECONOMY ACT OF 2011

Mr. ROBERTS. Madam President, I
recently introduced a bill called the
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Regulatory Responsibility for Our
Economy Act of 2011—it is S. 358—and
I would urge my colleagues who would
like to, after hearing my remarks, to
cosponsor this. I realize the bill is a
mouthful—the Regulatory Responsi-
bility for Our Economy Act—but I
think it is appropriate.

This bill would strengthen and codify
President Obama’s Executive order
from January 18. In that Executive
order, the President made a commit-
ment to review, to modify, to stream-
line, to expand or repeal—that is a lot
of things, to review, modify, stream-
line, expand, and repeal—those regu-
latory actions that are duplicative, un-
necessary, overly burdensome, or
would have significant economic im-
pacts on Americans. So the Regulatory
Responsibility for Our Economy Act of
2011 would ensure just that.

My legislation would require that all
regulations put forth by the current
and future administrations—regardless
of the President—consider the eco-
nomic burden on American businesses,
ensure stakeholder input—i.e., the peo-
ple who are affected—during the regu-
latory process, and promote innova-
tion. Back on January 18, the Presi-
dent signed an Executive order to do
precisely that, we thought. It was for
“improving regulation and regulatory
review.” But the President also re-
leased a factsheet on the intent for his
regulatory strategy. It was in detail.
Per the factsheet, ‘‘In this Executive
Order, the President requires Federal
agencies to design cost-effective, evi-
dence-based regulations that are com-
patible with economic growth, job cre-
ation, and competitiveness.”” My legis-
lation would ensure that would actu-
ally happen.

In addition, the President published
an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal de-
tailing the administration’s commit-
ment to reviewing regulations. As part
of this op-ed, the President stated:

We have preserved freedom of commerce
while applying those rules and regulations
necessary to protect the public against
threats to our health and safety and to safe-
guard people in business from abuse.

But he also noted that—and this is
the key:

Sometimes those rules have gotten out of
balance, placing unreasonable burdens on
business—burdens that have stifled innova-
tion and had a chilling effect on growth and
jobs.

I must say I absolutely agree with
the President. I was extremely pleased
when he came out with the Executive
order on January 16. And as I travel
across my home State, I have heard
Kansan after Kansan, regardless of the
business, regardless of where they are
on Main Street, who find themselves
weighed down by the burden of too
many regulations. As a matter of fact,
I think if any Member of this Senate
would like to get a standing ovation
from even a group of five at a coffee
shop or at a meeting of any organiza-
tion that is business-oriented or just
folks, you can talk about the debt, you
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